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June 23, 2022

Mr. Gary Wendleken

Department of Enterprise Services

Engineering & Architectural Services

1500 Je� erson Street SE

Olympia, WA  98501

RE:  Statement of Quali� cations: Programming and Predesign Study of Crime Lab Operations

 Washington State Patrol

 DES Project No. 2022-719

Dear Mr. Wendleken and Members of the Selection Committee:

The Washington State Patrol Forensics Division’s Facilities Master Plan paints a compelleing vision and sense of urgency 

for investment in new and comprehensive forensic science facilities. Having assisted WSP in that master planning e� ort, 

we are delighted that WSP intends to submit I-5 Corridor Consolidated Crime Laboratories for initial funding in the 2023-

25 capital budget. It is wise to perform the predesign now so as to determine scope supported by an approriate budget. 

The team you select for the predesign will play an instrumental role setting up this project for success. The main issue is 

time: you need a team not just � uent in OFM’s predesign process, WSP’s culture, and best practices for crime lab design, 

but able to establish initial objectives in September and complete its work prior to the next legislative session.

The team we o� er brings the expertise and enthusiasm necessary to meet WSP’s vision and goals for a comprehensive 

forensic sciences facility. SSW Architects has deep knowledge of OFM’s predesign process and - through our participation 

in WSP’s Facilities Master Plan - the key drivers of the consolidated crime lab concept. For over 33 years we have provided 

a full range of A/E services for clients throughout the state. Of particular relevance, we have been selected to perform 

over four dozen OFM predesigns, including 13 within the past three years. Our experience allows us to move predesign 

teams forward quickly and e�  ciently: in 2018 we completed a full predesign for the 65,000 gsf Center for Allied Health 

Education at Bates Technical College in just seven weeks.

Forensic science facilities demand sign� cant technical expertise, and to assure the Washington State Patrol bene� its 

from current best practices and emerging trends in crime lab planning and design we have brought to our team Crime 

Lab Design. For more than two decades, Crime Lab Design has delivered integrated architectural, engineering, and lab 

planning services speci� cally for forensic science facilities throughout the nation and world. We believe our combined 

team will serve the Washington State Patrol better than we could acting individually.

We meet our commitments and deliver on our promises. You will � nd SSW and Crime Lab Design genuine team players, 

applying planning and predesign expertise, talent, and technical skill when and where they will be most e� ective. Thank 

you for considering us to be part of your team.

Respectfully,

Stephen J. Starling, AIA

Schreiber Starling Whitehead Architects

Principal
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction
Schreiber Starling Whitehead Architects is committed to improving our community. We do this by creating architecture that 

re� ects our client’s vision, respects the fabric of place, and celebrates the beauty of the Paci� c Northwest.

Quali! cations of Key Personnel

Stephen Starling, AIA - Principal-In-Charge: 34 years’ experience, including PIC for predesigns at Shoreline College and the 

University of Washington, planning team member for the WSDOT Headquarters Building Predesign and WSP Forensics Division 

Facilities Master Plan , and PIC for the Criminal Justice Training Commission’s Capital and Functional Needs Study.

Tam Ly, AIA - Project Manager: 16 years’ experience. Roles include Project Manager for predesigns at Shoreline College and Bates 

Technical College, and Project Architect for the WSP’s DNA Lab Remodel.

Monica Verastegui, AIA - Project Architect: 10 years’ experience, including Project Manager for the WA Military Department’s 

Joint Force Readiness Center Predesign and Thurston County Readiness Center.

We are joined by a pre-eminent forensic lab planning and design � rm Crime Lab Design (CLD) with the following team members:

Ken Mohr, Assoc. AIA - Principal, Senior Forensic Lab Planner/Programmer: Extensive experience in master planning, program-

ming, planning, and design of forensic facilities across the US and internationally.

Jinhee Lee, CDT - Forensic Lab Planner/Programmer/Designer: Extensive experience in laboratory space design and planning for 

academic, R&D, forensic, and government projects.

Jack Bullo, AIA - Senior Architect/Designer: 30 years’ experience on a broad range of project types.

Scott Morgan, PE - Mechanical Engineer: Nearly 20 years’ experience in mechanical systems planning, design, and construction. 

Mike Iwanski - Electrical Engineer: 20 years’ experience in ever aspect of electrical systems planning, design, and construction. 

Our reamining team includes subconsultants with expertise in public facilities, including experience at Lower Columbia College.

Relevant Experience
We consider the following projects most relevant to the I-5 Corridor Consolidated Crime Laboratories:

• Facilities Master Plan - WSP Forensics Division (SSW)

• Health Science Facility - Con! dential Asian Government Client  (CLD, in process) 

• Coastal Regional Crime Laboratory - Georgia Bureau of Investigation (CLD) 

• Advanced Forensic Center Phase 1 - Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences (CLD)

• Criminalistics Laboratory - Johnson County, Kansas (CLD) 

• Regional AIFS Laboratory Replacement - King County, Washington (CLD)

• Forensic Laboratory - Tucson Police Department (CLD) 

Life-Cycle Cost Analysis Experience
With nearly 100 percent of our work being for state agencies, all our major capital projects take life cycle costs into consideration 

during the pre-design and design phases. Our experience in LCCAs and ELCCAs includes use of OFM’s Life Cycle Cost Model 

(LCCM) and Life Cycle Cost Tool (LCCT).

Sustainable Design Experience
Our commitment to sustainability is exempli� ed by our body of work, which includes the � rst LEED-certi� ed State Board of 

Community and Technical College facility and the state’s � rst LEED Platinum higher education facility. SSW has led the design 

and construction administration e! orts for nine Silver, � ve Gold, and one Platinum LEED-certi� ed buildings. CLD has designed 

numerous green-certi� ed facilities including one LEED Platinum laboratory building. 

Past Performance
Our record of providing design excellence, on-time and on-budget, explains why 100% of our clients select us for repeat work.

Diverse Business Inclusion Strategies
SSW Architects is a Washington Small Business Enterprise. Our team includes � ve small and four woman-owned business 

enterprises. Cumulatively, we anticipate that at 10 percent of the total predesign contract amount will bene� t WBE businesses and 

50 percent will bene� t small businesses.
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INTRODUCTION

Founded in 1987, Schreiber Starling Whitehead Architects are a team of � fteen thoughtful and motivated architects and planners, 

equipped with proven project delivery methods and supported by technically pro� cient consultants sharing our core values. 

As the focus of our practice is entirely in the public sector, we have developed an understanding of the unique project delivery 

requirements for municipal, state, and federal agencies. Nearly 100 percent of our work is for Washington State government 

agencies. We work at all scales and o� er a full range of architectural services including:

• Capital Funding Request Assistance / Project Request Reports

• Functional Programming

• Project Feasibility / Predesign Studies

• Master Planning

• Building Condition Evaluation

• Site Design

• Building Design

• Renovation

• Restoration (including restoration of historic properties)

• Adaptive Reuse

• Building Envelope Improvement (including roo� ng replacement)

• Interior Design

Our � rm is highly service-oriented. We are proud of the fact that our � rst clients are still clients, and that with nearly all our clients 

we enjoy repeat selection (including by the Washington State Patrol). All our work consistently re! ects our core values of sim-

plicity, ! exibility, and durability, while being responsive to program, context, and environmental sustainability. We are respected 

for our thoughtful and high-quality predesign studies, as evidenced by our having been selected to perform 13 OFM predesigns 

within the last three years. Our projects are delivered on time and within budget, attributes most e� ectively established during 

the predesign process.

Our process derives its strength through an inclusive and interactive project partnerships with the project stakeholders. For the 

Crime Lab Operations planning and predesign study we are delighted to feature on our team planners and designers from Crime 

Lab Design, a � rm with unparalleled experience in the planning and design of forensic science facilities. With SSW’s knowledge 

of the OFM predesign process and CLD’s international reputation for understanding the unique needs of forensic services stake-

holders, we o� er the Washington State Patrol a team ready and able to solve the challenges of the I-5 Corridor Consolidated Crime 

Laboratories.

CLD Experience: Health Sciences Facility, Con� dential Government Client (Asia)
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QUALIFICATIONS OF KEY PERSONNEL 

Project Role: Prime Architect - SBE

The experience, enthusiasm, and commitment of the talented individuals comprising Schreiber Starling Whitehead Architects are 
the most valuable resources that we o! er our clients. All professional sta!  at Schreiber Starling Whitehead Architects are graduate 
architects, some with multiple-discipline educational training. Schreiber Starling Whitehead Architects is a very stable " rm with 
an average sta!  tenure of eleven years. We do not pursue projects without the assurance each member of our team has su#  cient 
capacity to meet project demands at a high level of performance.

We pursue an integrated team approach to each project, where our role is that of key facilitator, planning and design leader, 
and advocate for project success. Our process recognizes that each member of the team brings to the project e! ort individual 
knowledge and experience that combine to produce results greater than the sum of their parts. Each individual must be allowed 
to contribute unique concerns and knowledge to the " nal product in order to achieve true success. The resulting work re$ ects the 
shared wisdom, ideas, and talents of our clients and sta! .

Our " rm is founded on the core belief that the consistent and genuine involvement of our principals is critical to building and 
maintaining long-term relationships with our clients, and to assuring the most e! ective outcomes for their projects. Our principals 
lead all pre-design and planning studies we perform, and remain actively involved in all projects through their completion. 
Essential to our success is our insistence to maintaining the same individuals on our teams for the life of each project. Our clients 
and their contractors deserve to know their design team carries a complete knowledge of the project at any point within its 
execution.

SSW's Crime Lab Operations planning and predesign study includes the following individuals: 

Stephen Starling, AIA
Project Role: Principal-in-Charge

Stephen brings his extensive experience as a practical problem solver to his role as PIC. His 
focus is on client service, with over 34 years experience setting up projects for success. A 
principal at SSW Architects since 2001, Stephen has successfully managed the planning and 
design of 15 major new construction projects for state client agencies with similar scope, scale, 
and complexity to that anticipated for the I-5 Corridor Consolidated Crime Laboratories. During 
the predesign process Stephen uses his talent to balance project goals, program requirements, 
schedule, and budget, and he is especially skilled at C-100 development. Stephen is an e! ective 
communicator who sees one of his key roles as that of an advocate for success at all elements 
of a project's creation and delivery.  The fact that all the agencies with whom Stephen has 
worked, continue to seek him for additional projects speaks to his ability to ensure his projects 
exceed client goals.

STEPHEN'S REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE:
· Facilities Master Plan - Washington State Patrol Forensics Division
· Capital and Functional Needs Study - Criminal Justice Training Commission
· STE(A)M Education Center Predesign - Shoreline College
· WSDOT Headquarters Building Predesign - WSDOT 
· Miller Hall Predesign - University of Washington

Tam Ly, AIA, LEED AP, Associate
Project Role: Project Manager

On each of his projects, Tam couples knowledgeable planning and a rigorous appreciation for 
design with energetic oversight of the construction process. Notably, Tam served as Project 
Manager for our Bates Technical College Medical Mile Health Science Center progressive 
design-build project, which has strengthened his innate ability to inspire a high degree of 
performance from contractors. In all his recent projects, Tam's involvement began in predesign 
and continued through construction completion.

TAM'S REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE:
· STE(A)M Education Center Predesign - Shoreline College

Education:
Bachelor and Master of 
Architecture,
Montana State University

Registration:
Washington, 1995

Education:
Master of Architecture,
Columbia University

Bachelor in Environmental 
Design, Univ. of Colorado

Registration:
Washington, 2015


